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Key Features of the
Par5cipatory Governance Approach

©CommunityCapacityBuilders2020

1

Mainland Europe

• the concepts of social entrepreneurship and social enterprise:
– derive from a collective tradition whereby co-operatives are the dominant 

organisational form.

• the term ‘‘social’’ initially referred to a collective organisational form

Teasdale, 2011

• Considers social enterprises to generally consist of the following types:
– associations, 
– co-operatives, 
– mutual organisations, and 
– foundations 

• allow for some profit distribution due to the inclusion of co-operatives

Hoogendoorn et al., 2010

©CommunityCapacityBuilders2020

2



7/8/20

2

"EMergence des Enterprises Sociales en Europe"
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Eleven Social Enterprise Criteria

• Economic and entrepreneurial dimensions: 
– a continuous activity producing goods and/or selling services 
– a high degree of autonomy 
– a significant level of economic risk 
– a minimum amount of paid work

• Social dimensions: 
– an explicit aim to benefit the community 
– an initiative launched by a group of citizens 
– a decision-making power not based on capital ownership 
– a participatory nature, which involves various parties affected by the 

activity 
– a limited profit distribution

Defourny & Nyssens, 2010
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Dis5nguishing Criteria

Defourny, 2013
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Eleven Social Enterprise Criteria

• Economic and entrepreneurial dimensions: 
– a continuous activity producing goods and/or selling services 
– a significant level of economic risk 
– a minimum amount of paid work

• Social dimensions: 
– an explicit aim to benefit the community 
– an initiative launched by a group of citizens 
– a limited profit distribution

• Participatory governance:
– a high degree of autonomy 
– a decision-making power not based on capital ownership 
– a participatory nature, which involves various parties affected by the activity 

Defourny & Nyssens, 2012
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