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Welcome to lecture 4 of Topic 1.10.  In this lecture we are going to discuss the 
need to look at sustainable development from both a local perspective and a 
global perspective.



In Topic 1.1 ‘Community Building’ we noted the interconnectedness between 
local, national and global communities.

In that topic we highlighted that

A street exists within a suburb, suburbs exist within a postcode area, 
postcode areas exist within a Council boundary, Council boundaries exist 
within a region, regions exist within a state, states exist within a country and 
the global community is made up of many countries.
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In Topic 1.3 ‘Trends & Paradigm Shifts’ we explored the transformationalist 
approach to globalisation, noting that the transformationalists believe that countries, 
cities and societies across the globe are tangled in webs of connectivity.



We also noted in Topic 1.3 that in order to understand a system such as the 
global community, we need to understand how the individual parts of the 
system, such as countries, interact with each other.
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The interconnectedness of the local and global came to prominence in 1972 
when Rene Dubos coined the phrase ‘think globally, act locally’ at the United 
Nations Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm (Gough, 2002, 
p. 1217).

The phrase ‘think globally, act locally’ encourages people to shift their 
perspective; to see the world from other standpoints, including (Gough, 2002, 
p. 1218):
•Making connections between what one does locally and its impact elsewhere 
in the world, and
•Encouraging people from industrialised nations to think about conditions 
people are enduring in less developed nations
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This quote highlights that just as it is important to ‘think globally and act 
locally’, it is also important to ‘think locally and act globally’, in order to 
incorporate local knowledge into solving global issues:

‘To protect the planet, we have long been told to think globally and act locally.  
But we can readily see that there are as many reasons to think locally and act 
globally.  If we do not think locally, we may ignore rich sources of 
environmental knowledge and devalue local understanding and experience of 
global problems.  If we do not act globally, we will never solve the big issues 
of the global commons: atmospheric and ocean pollution and impacts of 
environmental degradation across national boundaries.  Sustainability has 
many local and global dimensions.’
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A critical issue that is requiring us to think and act both locally and globally is 
the problem of global warming – the increase in the global temperature due to 
the accumulation of greenhouse gases (such as carbon dioxide, methane and 
chlorofluorocarbons) in the atmosphere, which traps the suns heat as it 
radiates back off of the earth and stops it from going back out into space.

The issue of global warming has interwoven local and global consequences.  
One such consequence is the issue of environmental refugees.

7



According to the International Organization for Migration, which is the United 
Nation Migration Agency: in 2008, 20 million persons were displaced by 
extreme weather events.  That figure can be compared to the 4.6 million 
people that were internally displaced by conflict and violence over the same 
period. 
The International Organization for Migration highlights that gradual changes in 
the environment tend to have an even greater impact on the movement of 
people than extreme events. 

It also highlights that while there are no reliable estimates of climate change 
induced migration, the future forecasts vary from 25 million to 1 billion 
environmental migrants by 2050, moving either within their countries or across 
borders, on a permanent or temporary basis.  200 million people is the most 
widely cited estimate of environmental migrants by 2050. This figure equals 
the current estimate of international migrants worldwide.
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Another consequence of global warming is economic productivities.  

It is recongised that the economic impact of the global warming is going to be 
different for different countries.  As this map highlights, while global warming 
will dramatically damage the economic productivity of countries such as 
Africa, Asia and South America, it could increase the economic productivity of 
colder countries such as Russia and Canada.
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