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Welcome to lecture 1 of Topic 1.1. In this lecture we are going to look at what 
are communities?
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Question:

When you hear the word ‘community’ what do you think of?
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A community is a group of people that share something in common, such as:
A sense of connection or belonging to the same geographical area
Having a common interest, or
Having a common identity that can be considered as a distinct segment of 
society
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There are three common forms of communities that are based on the connections between 
people: Communities of Place, Communities of Interest, and Communities of Identity
Communities of place are communities that consist of a group of people that are defined by their 
sense of connection or belonging to a geographical area or place. Traditionally communities of 
place have been thought of as the residents living within a geographical boundary.  Due to the 
increasing mobility of people between urban communities the people who share a connection to a 
geographical area has become much broader than just residents.  If people who work, or learn, or
socialise within a geographical area have a strong sense of connection or belonging to the place 
in which they work, learn or socialise they can also be considered a member of that community of 
place.
Communities of interest are communities consisting of groups of people with a common interest in 
a specific issue, activity or subject matter.  Communities of interest can be broadly defined, such 
as the sporting community, the arts community, the business community, the health community or 
the environmental community.  Communities of interest can also be more narrowly defined such 
as a specific football club, a specific pottery group, a specific business network, an asthma 
sufferers’ support group or a specific land care group.
Communities of identity are communities that consist of groups of people that share a distinct 
identity within society such as a social class, ethnic origin, disability, gender, religion or age.  
Communities of identity can be broadly defined such as families, young people, older people, the 
Indigenous community, people from culturally linguistically diverse backgrounds or people with 
disabilities.  Communities of identity can also be more narrowly defined such as parents of young 
children, Generation X, Generation Y, baby boomers, the aged, the Kaurna people, the 
Vietnamese community or the deaf community.
Communities of place, communities of interest and communities of identity do not exist in 
isolation from each other; they overlap and are highly interconnected. 



For example:
A street exists within a suburb, suburbs exist within a postcode area, 
postcode areas exist within a Council boundary, Council boundaries exist 
within a region, regions exist within a state, states exist within a country and 
the global community is made up of many countries.
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In contemporary urban communities of place people spend time and are 
connected to many different communities of place.  They may live in one 
community of place, work in another community of place, attend school or 
training in another community of place and may socialise in a different 
community of place.
There are many communities of interest and many communities of identity 
that exist within each community of place.
People belong to a number of communities of place, communities of interest 
and communities of identity and can participate in these diverse communities 
simultaneously.
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Communities can therefore be thought of as complex systems comprising of 
interacting communities of place, communities of interest and communities of 
identity that are organised in unique ways.
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