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Welcome to lecture 7 of Topic 1.6.  This lecture focuses on Governance 
Models.



In Lecture 1 of this topic we noted that the concept of community governance 
adds another dimension to community capacity building through the addition 
of the final dot point on this slide:
Community strengthening has the characteristic of the formation of new 
governance institutions to link collaborations to the regular work of 
government’.
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Through international research, three governance models have been 
identified that link community collaborations to the regular work of 
government:
Decentralised governance
Joint governance, and 
Devolved governance

(Considene, 2004) 
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The decentralised governance model entails state government relocating 
state services to the local level and delivering some of their services 
alongside those of local councils.

Under the decentralised governance model the participating state government 
departments and the local council would remain accountable to their own 
organisations, but they would enter into agreements to pool resources for 
agreed local priorities.  
The primary stakeholders under this model would be state and local 
government politicians and key public servants.  The secondary stakeholders 
would be local businesses, non profit organisations and citizens, which would 
contribute to planning and target setting and possibly have a sub-committee 
to influence government decision making (Considene, 2004 b, p. 13).
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The joint governance model entails the development of new formal 
governance structures alongside the existing state and local council services 
in communities. (Considene, 2004 b, p. 15) 

Under this model a local council or a small group of local councils would be 
viewed as a unit for building relationships and taking community development 
action.   The new governance unit would develop its own legal structure, its 
own institutions and leadership, and have its own elections.

There would be the opportunity for non-government leaders and citizens to be 
elected to the board of management.  The mandate for the local board would 
be shaped by national and state government bureaucracies, and their capital 
base would come from pooled resources (Considene, 2004 b, p. 15).
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The devolved governance model entails a reinvigorating of local politics, 
including the widening of the types of leaders likely to participate.

In this model a local council or group of local councils would become 
responsible for major economic, social and environmental policy objectives, 
with local government politicians leading the process of setting targets.  The 
devolved governance model would see local councils being granted wider 
powers and the state and federal governments contracting out services to 
local councils (Considene, 2004 b, p. 16).
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