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Welcome to lecture 4 of Topic 1.8.  In this lecture we explore our second type 
of learning communities: education and training learning communities.



Education and training learning communities are collaborations, which in 
addition to their members informally learning through working together, focus 
on the education and training needs of their community.  There are a variety 
of learning communities that exist within this broad classification, including:
•Networked education and training institutions
•Multi-sector education and training focussed collaborations
•School/community partnerships, and
•University/community partnerships
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Education and Training Learning Communities build community capacity by 
building networks.

In Topic 1.1 ‘Community Building’, we explored the characteristics of 
community capacity, which included the concept of networks – interconnected 
systems of things or people.



Education and training focussed learning communities are often created by 
communities connecting together their informal, non-formal and formal 
learning institutions.  This approach enable the network of educational 
institutions to collaboratively promote the value of learning to their community 
and create educational pathways for learners:

Henderson describes the approach in this quote
‘Becoming a learning community involves improving the links between 
existing educational providers (whether formal, non-formal or informal), 
establishing new pathways, and promoting community understanding of and 
participation in lifelong learning. (Henderson et al, 2000, p. 4)’

Networking education and training institutions assists learners in their 
transition between education institutions by creating pathways.  Examples 
include having:
•Preschool centres networked to primary schools
•Primary schools networked to local high schools
•High schools networked to local TAFE and university campuses, and
•Community education centres and neighbourhood houses networked to 
TAFE campuses and other registered training organisations
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Other education and training learning communities engage a broader range of 
community stakeholders than just education and training providers in their 
decision making and action, and use learning to facilitate a variety of 
community development outcomes.

The United Kingdom, Department for Education and Employment (cited in 
Yarnit, 2000, p. 11) promotes this broader approach:

‘A learning community addresses the learning needs of its locality through 
partnership.  It uses the strengths of social and institutional relationships to 
bring about cultural shifts in perceptions of the value of learning.  Learning 
communities explicitly use learning as a way of promoting social cohesion, 
regeneration and economic development which involves all parts of the 
community.’

UNESCO’s Global Network of Learning Cities provides examples of multi-
sector education and training collaborations.
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UNESCO’s framework document, The Key Features of Learning 
Cities, highlights 6 key features of Learning Cities.  It defines a learning city 
as ’ a city which effectively mobilizes its resources in every sector to promote 
inclusive learning from basic to higher education; revitalizes learning in 
families and communities; facilitates learning for and in the workplace; 
extends the use of modern learning technologies; enhances quality and 
excellence in learning; and fosters a culture of learning throughout life.
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Those 6 key features of a Learning City are shown in this image as the major 
building blocks of a a learning city.  Other key features of a learning city that 
are identified in this diagram are fundamental conditions for building a 
learning city and wider benefits of building a learning city.

The fundamental conditions for building a learning city are: 
•Strong political will and commitment
•Governance and participation of all stakeholders; and 
•Mobilization and utilization of resources. 

The wider benefits of building a modern learning city, identified in this image 
are: (1) Individual empowerment and social cohesion; (2) Economic 
development and cultural prosperity; and (3) Sustainable development.
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As shown on this map, as of the 15th September 2017, there were 195 cities 
from 47 countries that were designated as UNESCO learning cities.
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Australia has one designated UNESCO learning city – the City of Melton in 
Victoria
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Now let’s turn to the school/community partnerships type of learning 
community.
In Australia, in 1999, as part of their declaration on national goals for 
schooling in the twenty-first century, the Ministerial Council on Education, 
Employment, Training and Youth Affairs (MCEETYA), made a commitment to 
collaboration for the purpose of:
‘further strengthening schools as learning communities where teachers, 
students and their families work in partnership with business, industry and the 
wider community’  (MCEETYA, 1999)

MCEETYA consisted of the State, Territory and Australian Government 
Ministers of Education. 

The South Australian Government continues to recognise the importance of 
partnering with communities through its inclusion of ‘Community’ and 
’Democracy’ as two of  the six characteristics of public education in its Public 
Education Statement.
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South Australia’s Statement on Public Education was published in 2017.  

The Community characteristic in the statement reads:
Public schools exist within the local communities from which their student 
population is drawn, creating a bond between schools and their communities 
which fosters a powerful community spirit. The close links enable each 
community to use the facilities and resources of its public school to enhance 
local community life; and each public school to use the resources of the 
community to enhance its learning programs. The public school-community 
interaction enriches student learning, and fosters community cohesion.

And the Democracy characteristic states:
Education is one of the major vehicles for the development of capabilities for 
active participation in civic life. Public schools seek to exemplify and practise 
democracy at all levels by creating structures and processes that give an 
authentic voice to all in the school community. Students are encouraged to 
have a real say in their learning, and parents are provided with significant 
opportunities to participate in their child’s education and to play a role in the 
life of the school. Since parental engagement is a significant factor affecting 
learning outcomes, public schools ensure that all parents have a voice, 
including the most economically and socially marginalised.
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Three commonly referred to schooling models that support the concept of 
school sites as learning communities, with schools having a broader role than 
just the traditional teaching of students, are:
Full service schooling
Extended schools, and
Community schools

These schooling models involve schools integrating with their usual teaching:
Collaborations with other community stakeholders to provide health and 
welfare services on school sites, and
Undertaking or supporting collaborative community development activities on, 
or from, schools sites (Smith 2004, Blank 2004, Estes 2001)
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Examples of activities undertaken in these learning community school models 
include (Smith 2004, Blank 2004, Estes 2001):
•Childcare, health care and nutrition for both parents and children
•After school programs for students, such as homework clubs, cooking clubs, 
computer clubs, dance and music programs
•After school and during school programs for parents, such as small business 
training, computer training, food preparation and quilting
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This quote describes the culture of a community school:
‘Walk into a community school, and you immediately recognize a difference.  
Community schools are centres of the community – open all day, every day, 
during evenings, weekends, and summers.  Partnerships are at the core of 
community schools.  Partners can include health and social agencies, family 
support groups, universities, youth development organizations, government 
agencies, faith-based institutions, and community groups.  These partnerships 
are organized around two common goals; helping students learn and succeed 
and strengthening families and communities.’
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In South Australia, the concept of school sites as learning communities is 
being promoted as Schools as Community Hubs.  The South Australian 
Department of Premier and Cabinet (2013) has recognised the following 
benefits of Schools as Community Hubs:

•better connected and healthier active communities

•goodwill and cooperation between schools and community; and

•a positive role in the safety and care of children
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These two resources have been developed by the South Australian 
Department for Education and Child Development to encourage schools to be 
used as community hubs:
Community use of school facilities: instructions and templates, and
Schools as community hubs: A practical guide for schools and preschools.
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Finally let’s look at University Community Partnerships.  Universities are also 
interested in addressing the learning needs of their localities through 
collaborations.

To progress their interest in university/community partnerships, the Australian 
university sector established Engagement Australia (it was formerly called the 
Australian University Community Engagement Alliance).  The vision for 
Engagement Australia (2014) is:

‘to be the leading inclusive forum for the discussion and development of 
university-community engagement, encouraging collaboration, innovation, 
knowledge exchange and the scholarship of engagement’
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Engagement Australia (2014) considers an engaged university to exhibit the following 
principles:

University-community engagement is based on a mutually beneficial exchange of knowledge 
and skills between universities and their multiple communities;

University-community engagement is based on universities acknowledging community 
values, culture, knowledge and skills, and working with those communities to develop 
mutually-beneficial activities;

Supports the integration of engagement into learning and research activities by ensuring that 
engaged research is designed and managed as a partnership that addresses both academic 
and community priorities’;

Engaged learning and teaching programs link to student learning goals while responding to 
identified community needs and opportunities;

University-community engagement programs are socially inclusive, designed and managed 
in partnership with communities, and seek to produce engaged citizens – including students 
and graduates;

The commitment to university-community engagement is embedded in the governance, 
operations, budget, curricula, plans, policies and life of the university;

Engaged universities articulate their mission, culture and values for the community, and 
regularly reflect on these in the context of community conditions and partnerships;

The University and community work together to monitor partnerships, measure impacts, 
evaluate outcomes, and make improvements to their shared activities; and

The university embraces the notion that university-community engagement seeks to create a 
more connected and inclusive society.
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