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Welcome to lecture 1 of Topic 3.1.  In this lecture we are going to look at the 
relationship between active citizenship and education.



The term active citizenship comes predominantly from the field of education 
(Hoskins and Mascherini, 2009, p. 461).  According to Brooks and Holford 
(2009, p. 92) the prefacing of the word ‘citizenship’ with the word ‘active’ 
represents a shift in citizenship education from just learning about citizenship 
to learning by doing citizenship.
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In Unit 1 of this program we looked a definition of active citizenship that 
comes from education: it comes from the Australian Civics and Citizenship 
Curriculum and defines active citizenship as:
Engagement and informed participation in the civic and political activities of 
society at local, state, national, regional and global levels. It contrasts with 
‘passive citizenship’ where citizens participate only minimally to meet their 
basic individual responsibilities including voting and paying taxes.
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We also noted in unit 1 that internationally there are five pillars of learning that 

are recognised.

There are the four pillars what were recognised in 1996 and there is an 

additional pillar that was included in 2009 by UNESCO which stands for the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.  

That new pillar 

Learning to transform oneself and society – that is where according to 

UNESCO learning about active citizenship fits.
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We also highlighted in Unit 1 that the meaning that is attributed to the term 
Active Citizenship is contested.  

•A number of academics consider active citizenship can be better understood 
by considering the political theory that underpins it.  And John Annette is one 
of these.  John Annette differentiates between the communitarian notion of 
citizenship and the civic republicanism notion of citizenship.  
•The communitarian view of citizenship focuses on learning through 
volunteering and community service, and
• the civic republican view of citizenship focuses on learning through civic 
engagement and non-formal [non-electoral] political participation (Annette, 
2009, p. 152).  
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Republican citizenship education has two main aims: 
The first aim is awareness of interdependence.  This awareness of 
interdependence is created through experiences where participants interact 
with diverse sectors in society in addition to classroom activities.  These 
experiences enable participants to develop knowledge of the condition of 
other citizens, the complexity of the history of the community, and an 
awareness of the complex issues that confront the community.
The second aim is developing the capacity for deliberation. This includes 
developing an understanding of public and private actions, developing the 
ability to consider other peoples points of view and form judgements, being 
able to create trust with others, and learning how to take responsibility for 
oneself and as a member of society.  
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John Dewey is a well known educational theorist whose approach aligns to 
the civic republican notion of citizenship.

Dewey considered education as the mechanism for making public deliberation 
achievable in a republican democracy

He took a learner centred approach and considered the teacher to be only a 
guide.  That  learning is something that the learner has to do for themselves 
through owning problems, actively shaping problems, exploring problems, and 
experiencing their perplexity.

This approach to learning is referred to as an experiential learning approach –
where human experience is the central source of learning.
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